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Brief Summary of Unit (including curricular context and unit goals):

Students will understand the structure of the U.S. government’s structure, relationship to its citizens, and how it

the world. They will research the different parts of the U.S. government and create various types of products
including Mind Maps, Wiki pages, and Comic Life. The students will analyze the different ways that citizens in the
Unites States can affect their government, what our government actually does do, and the differences between our

through journal entries, various self-assessments, and reflection.
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Stage 1. Identify Desired Results.

Maine Learning Results: Social Studies - B. Civics and Government
B1 Knowledge, Concepts, Themes, and Patterns of Civics/Government
Grades 9-Diploma

Students understand the ideals, purposes, principles, structures, and processes of constitutional government in the
United States and in the American political system, as well as examples of other forms of government and political
systems in the world.

a. Explain that the study of government includes the structures, functions, institutions, a

nd forms of government and

What understandings are desired?

4 N\
Established Goals: @

e N
Students will understand that: (U]
othe structure of the U.S. government has specific relationships to the U.S. citizens.
othe three major branches of government have specific purposes, ideals, and principles that they each uphold.
othe process of constitutional government in the American political system is different than in other forms of
governments and political systems in the world.
. J

What essential questionswill be considered?

functions?

*What is the responsibility of each branch of government in respect to legislation, the other branches, and its
constitutional duty?

*How is the constitutional government and American political system different from other forms of
governments and political systems?

e N\
*Why are there three separate branches in the U.S. government, how are they structured, and what are their @

\ J
What key knowledge and skillswill students acquire as a result of this unit?
4 N
Sudents will know: @ Sudents will be able to:
*Key factual information- The differences between: +a. Explain that the study of government includes the
Republic, Democracy, Aristocracy, Monarchy, and  structures, functions, institutions, and forms of government
Dictatorship. . ) and the relationship of government to citizens in the United
sImportant people- President George W. Bush, Vice  States and in other regions of the world.
President Dick Cheney, Speaker of the House Nancy  «|ljustrate who makes up each branch of the US government
Pelosi, Senate Majority Leader Steny Hoyer, Senate  and their responsibilities.
Minority Leader John Boehner, Chief Justice John  «Exhibit each step of a bill moving through legislation in a
Roberts, Jr., Associate Justice John Paul Stevens comic life.
«Terminology-executive branch, judicial branch, «Analyze the difference between the various types of
legislative branch, congress, senate, whip government.
eImagine being a contestant in Judicial Jeopardy.
. «Be aware of who their Innrcnnnl rnlnrncnnfnfi\m and-senator_/
are and how the student can affect their government.
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Stage 2: Deter mine acceptable evidence.

What evidence will show that students understand?

Performance Tasks* (Summary in G.R.A.S.P.S. form): 0

Goal: Your task is to present the US government to a class of students from various other countries.

Role: You are a student ambassador working to help students visiting from various other countries to understand our
government better.

Audience: The audience is a group of students from various nations.

Situation: You will be presenting your overview of the US government in the auditorium to the 10th or 11th grade
global classes.

Product: You will need to develop a Comic Life that depicts how our government works.

Presentation: You will present your Comic Life and the information that you have about the 5 various types of

governments to the 10th or 11th grade Global class. :>

Standards (criteria from both rubrics):
Project: Content, Illistrations, Sources, Mechanics, Originality, Orginization
Presentation: Preparedness, Comprehension, Application, Props, Posture/Eye Contact, Peer Evaluation

*Complete a Performance Task Blueprint for each task (next page).

Other Evidence (quizzes, tests, prompts, obser vations, dialogues, work samples, etc.):

4 @\
« Students will create a Google Earth Wiki page of different types of governments.
« Students will create Mind Maps of government structure information that they gathered while doing the
WebQuest and the thoughts that were gathered during the group brainstorming session.
«Virtual representation! Students will build two Avatars representing their Senator and Representative and
insert them in a Wiki page that includes a biography of both.
« Students will create bill time lines expanded from the School House Rock song using Comic Life.
« Students will find informative links on the judiciary.
« Students will compile a complete list and explanation of the individuals in the Presidents cabinet.

- J

Student Self-Assessment and Reflection:

/-Checklist for completed assignments throughout the unit. \
*Pre and Post survey unit focusing on bill passage, branches, committees, and other forms of government.

«Students will have a chance to reflect on their understanding in their journals and refine the entries after
feedback is given.
*Wiki journals throughout the unit that must contain a paragraph reaction on class content.

- J
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P

ent Task Blueprint

«Students will understand that structures of the U.S.

government have specific relationships to the U.S. G
What,understandings/goals will be assessed through this task?

«Students will understand that the three major branches

of government have specific purposes, ideals, and *Maine Learning Results B1

principles that they each uphold.

+Students will understand that the process of

constitutional government in the American political

Vyﬂ@hqgi%@eﬂrtﬂajmpgﬁgrigarMeoiséng@)/understandim@aj)dless of the task specifics? What

o 5
qunzallgclJ Iﬁcg?lsj%e%y%etpet V\\%%k demonstrate to signify that standards were met”~

*U.S. government ecitizens relationship to government

Through what authentic performance task will students demonstrate understanding?

(" Task Descri ption: e\
There is an international exchange student convention coming to town. Students from all over the world will be
touring the local communities to learn different aspects of our culture. Your job is to teach them about our
government system, how we are different from other governments, and how the US citizens can effect our
government. There will be a translator so you don’t have to worry about the language differences but pictures are
worth a thousand words so they say, and you have chosen to build a Comic Life to help them visualize what you are
trying to teach them. You are lucky enough to have had the opportunity of interviewing the leaders of five different
types of government and you plan to share the information you received from them with your guests, also. This is a
big job so you do have the option of working as a team, or you can chose to do it all yourself and share the stage
with no one!

.

What student products/performances will provide evidence of desired understandings?

*Comic Life eoral presentation

By what criteria will studentproducts/performancebeevaluated?

e N
econtent 20% epreparedness 20%
econtent 25%
eillistrations 20% «time limit 15%
esources10% ecomprehension 20%
. eprops 15%
*mechanics 10% «peer evaluations 10%
\-originality 20%

/.

eorganizations 20%



Stage 3. Plan learning experiences and instruction.

Consider the W.H.E.R.E.T.O. elements. G

United States and in the American political system, as well as examples of other forms of government and political

systems in the world. (Where) Students will see that government in the American political system is different than in
other forms of governments and political systems in the world. (Why) Students will build a page on their wiki that

includes snapshots and descriptions of the different governments. (What)

States? (Dixie Chicks music) (Hook)
3.Republic, Aristocracy, Democracy, Monarchy, Dictatorship, questionnair/checklist (Equip) Class will be divided into

alone or in pairs to find examples of each of the types of government alive today. After finding the governments they will

Google Earth the capitols of each one and take a snapshot (if you can) of each one to add to their wiki journal.

found on their wiki and include quality links to each. Students will comment on their spring partner's wiki pages at the

begining of next class. (Experience)

governments.(Rethink)The teacher will review their wiki journals and offer feedback.(Revise)Students will refine their

rt sttt | | trt . | ———

5.(Evaluate) Students will self evaluate using a questionnaire/checklist provided by the teacher.

6.Linguistic: During the jigsaw students will use their linguistic intelligence.

1 H 1
LUUI\;G.I .

Spatial: Google Earth will provide a visual of where these governments actually are.

Bodily-Kinesthetic: As students move into their various groups they will be using their kinesthetic intelligence.

Musical:

Interpersonal: Group work during the jigsaw and optional pairing after will give students plenty of interpersonal

experience.
Intrapersonal: Students have an option of working by themselves after the jigsaw, they will also be journaling on their

wiki pages.

7. Students will analyze the difference between the various types of government. (Organize)
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Stage 3. Plan learning experiences and instruction.

Consider the W.H.E.R.E.T.O. elements. G

8.Students understand the ideals, purposes, principles, structures, and processes of constitutional government in the

United States and in the American political system, as well as examples of other forms of government and political

the WebQuest questions. (What)
9.Find laws that we have to abide by (environmental). Find some weird ones, too. (Hook)

spend time researching the three branches of government on the internet doing a gathered. (Equip) Students will work in

pairs on the WebQuest provided. We will use the three minute interview periodically during this exercise. During the

and each student will draw for which branch they are in, after a 10 minute brainstorm session each group will report
OUT thelr structure and purpose. (Explore) Finally, students will bulld a mind map oOf thelr research and INK It to their
wiki page and journal a paragaraph about the topic of class for homework. (Experience)

11.As students answer the WebQuest questions they will brainstorm the big ideas. (Rethink) As students build their wiki

and give feedback and the students can refine their wiki before a final grade is given.(Refine)

12.Students will print out the WebQuest questions and use it as a checklist to make sure that all the questions are
included-in-therwiki(Evaluate)

13.Linguistic: Students will language skills to read web sites, fill in organizer, and build their wiki pages.

Logical: Students will figure how many members in each branch as answers to some of the WebQuest questions.

Bodily-Kinesthetic: We will be moving into pairs during the explore section of the lesson and we will role play the
different branches.

Musical:

Interpersonal: Students will work in groups while gathering information.

- I i I I S—— :
Naturalist: Environmental laws will connect to the naturalist intelligence.
(Tailor)
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Stage 3. Plan learning experiences and instruction.

Consider the W.H.E.R.E.T.O. elements. G

15.Students understand the ideals, purposes, principles, structures, and processes of constitutional government in the

United States and in the American political system, as well as examples of other forms of government and political

(Why) Create an Avatar of the senator and representative’s likeness to upload to their wiki page than includes a theme

song and biography of each. (What)

presidential run) (Hook)

17.Students will be given a questionnaire to use as a guide. (Equip) Students will brainstorm as a class ways to effect

and upload it to their wiki page which will include the biographical and contact information, the e-mail content, any

response that the group received, and a reflection of the ways they can influence their government. An explanation of
I I ; I . I oot » ience

18.Students will reflect on the ways they can influence government as they brainstorm and work in groups. As they think

about the theme songs they will be reflecting on the kind of people their senator and rep. are and how they influence

for. (Revise) Students can refine their wiki space after reflecting on the checklist.(Refine)

19.Students will self evaluate using a checklist to evaluate their wiki pages.(Evaluate)

Linguistic: Students will use the linguistic intelligence in their group work, research, and page building.

Spatial: The avatar exercise will help students visualize thier rep/senator, making the student more able to connect with
them.

Bodily-Kinesthetic: Building an avatar will help students relate to the senators/reps in a kinesthetic manner.

ceate | ot oo | tiesofthet | oo

content of a song.

Interpersonal: The brainstorming session, group work, and e-mail will help all students reach out to others.

connect to the information.

Naturafist:
(Tailor)
21.Students will be aware of who their personal representative and senator are and how the student can affect their

government—(Orgarize)
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Stage 3. Plan learning experiences and instruction.

Consider the W.H.E.R.E.T.O. elements. G

22.Students understand the ideals, purposes, principles, structures, and processes of constitutional government in the United States

journaled. (What)

23.We will Tisten to the Bill Song and then students will fill out a questionnaire about the legislation process. (Hook)
24.A word list including executive branch, judicial branch, legislative branch, congress, senate, whip, a time line graph to fill in on

bill progress, and a list of Web links will be given to the students to guide their exploration. (Equip) Students will research together

iN groups or alone the WeDb sites provided. The class will Teport out which sections of the bill song that they found and what
sections they found that are not included in the song. What limits can Congress impose on the Executive and Legislative branches?

(Explore) Student groups will build a comic life of the bill process, including their Avatar from the previous lesson if possible. In

actveta ik s they-wimake-apage-for-thistessorrantHoturnal-thet-thotghtsand-atesttons-abotut-the-process-and insert a

link to their comic life. An answerer to the previous question must be included. (Experience)

25.As student’s research and build their comic life they will be able to rethink their answers to the questionnaire. (Rethink) The

udents-comictHfe-andjournal-wit-be-reviewed-and-feedback-wit-be-given—{Revise udents-can-refine-thei-comic-tHfe-and add

comments to their journal.(Refine)

26. Students will be able to self-assess their own understanding through feedback on their comic life. (Evaluate)

inquistic: Evaluati lyrics will linquistic intell

Logical: The time line organizer will bring the logical intelligence into the class.

Spatial: The time line organizer and comic lite wWill provide spatial EXperience.
Bodily-Kinesthetic: Students will have the opportunity to move around to the tune of the Bill.

Musical: Listening to Schoolhouse Rock will enhance the musical intelligence.

building
will be interpersonal time.

Intrapersonal: Students have the option of researching alone and journaling for understanding will help the intrapersonal student.

Naturalist:
ANetttHaHStE:

28. Students will exhibit each step of a bill moving through legislation in a comic life. (Organize)
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Stage 3. Plan learning experiences and instruction.

Consider the W.H.E.R.E.T.O. elements. G

United States and in the American political system, as well as examples of other forms of government and political systems

in the world. (Where) Students will become more aware of the judiciary branch of government and how it works. (Why)
Students will create a wiki page that includes a paragraph about the judicial branch and include two links that they found

helpful in researching and a statement as to why, and a reaction to the game. (What)

20l 1 gl yim [N
QU TTIE JEUPUAIUY UITTTT SUNY. (FMUUR)

31. Each student will be given a questionnaire to guide them. (Equip) Students will work in groups to find the information

on the questionnaire. After students have researched, the class will be split into two groups to play the Double Jeopardy

reflection periods as needed before and during the game. What limits can the Judicial branch impose on the Executive and

Legislative branches?(Explore) Students will make sure that their questionnaire is complete and create a mind map of it on

the previous question. (Experience)

32. As students play the game they will be able to rethink any answers they had wrong and their mind map will allow them

Jeopardy game.(Evalu.//ate)

34.Linguistic:

Spatial: The mind map will help students connect the information.

Bodily-Kinesthetic: Movement during the game is expected as students work to find the needed information.

Musical:-The Jeopardyv theme sona-will-orovide music
T 7 pvJ L

Interpersonal: Students will be working together in various groups during this lesson.

Intrapersonal: The teacher will provide one-minute reflection periods when things are getting to excited for the
intrapersonal intelligences in the classroom.

Naturalist:
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Stage 3. Plan learning experiences and instruction.

Consider the W.H.E.R.E.T.O. elements. G

36. Students understand the ideals, purposes, principles, structures, and processes of constitutional government in the United

States and in the American political system, as well as examples of other forms of government and political systems in the

a ~ AMoora darte HHcaa-tha o i) bha-Dracidanticnat-ac-aae o A caara b ara-—aka-ciffia dapiciarne—a
VWO O \VV viv VV Ci U U vl aASy Ay y cl U Ci U U nd

you can not make everyone happy. (Why) Students will compile a complete list and explanation of the individuals in the
Presidents cabinet. (What)

anch with

horses, President Clinton with saxophone maybe, President H. Bush walking the dogs? What do you do for piece of mind?

(Hook)

38. The students will write a paragraph about what they think the President does. These will be collected and the class will
brainstorm together the same question. Students will be given a list of the Presidents Cabinet to use as a guide and a list of

. | | T et toEs—(Equip) St it - .

about the cabinet members. What limits can the Executive branch impose on the Judiciary and Legislative branches?

(Explore) At the end of class students will quick write another paragraph on what they think the President does. Students will

ottaw pad attretudesa-she pthréetetrotogtrapny-of—eactrnorme-CantermemoerSantw E-tWoo Aree-Sentences

explaining what job the President does that might need this person. They will journal the difference between their original

paragraph and the second paragraph they need to include an answer to the previous question. (Experience)

(Rethink) Students will receive feedback on their wiki page. (Revise) Through discussion in class and feedback from the

teacher students will be able to refine their wiki page. (Refine)

(Evaluate)

41.Linguistic: Students will quick write using their linguistic intelligence.
Logical: The list of cabinet members will help students keep their thoughts organized.

Spatial:

Racll L +l ot
uuuny INITICTOUNITUG.

Musical: Hail to the Chief, and a few other patriotic songs will help connect this intelligence to the Executive branch.

Interpersonal: Students will use this intelligence during brainstorming and group work.

Naturalist: Some of the peace finding techniques of the various Presidents will connect to nature, some of the cabinet work,

T00.
42. a. Explain that the study of government includes the structures, functions, institutions, and forms of government and the

relationship of government to citizens in the United States and in other regions of the world. (Organize)
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Stage 3: Plan lear ning experiences and instruction.

Consider theW.H.E.R.E.T.O. e ements.

Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday

Monday

fg). Senator/Representative
Avatar (W), 16. Normal peoples
affect gov. (H), 17. Find own Rep
and Senator (E), 18. Brainstorm
(R), 19. Checklist (E2), 21. Be
aware of (O)

q—

o

29. Judicial Branch (W), 30.
Jeopardy song (H), 31.
Questionnaire (E), 32. Judicial
Jeopardy game (R), 33. One min.
reflections (E2), 35. Imagine (O)

™

8.WebQuest-Branches (W), 9.
Weird laws (H), 10. Research (E),

11. Inspiration (R), 12.
Questionnaire/checklist (E2), 14.
Illustrate (O)

0

N

N~

2 Days
22. Comic Life-Bill (W), 23. Bill
Song (H), 24. Word list & time
line (E), 25. Research (R), 26.
Feedback (E2), 28. Exhibit (O)

2 Days
1. Gov. systems (W), 2. Dixie
Chicks (H), 3. Research (E), 4.
Questionnaire (R), 5. Checklist
(E2), 7. Analyze (O)

O

©2004 ASCD and Grant Wiggins & Jay McTighe
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36. Executive Branch (W), 37.

their piece of mind (H), 38.
Jigsaw cabinet (E), 39. Research
(R), 40. Pre/Post paragraph (E2),
42. Explain (O)
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	Text14: 
	Text39: 

1.Students understand the ideals, purposes, principles, structures, and processes of constitutional government in the United States and in the American political system, as well as examples of other forms of government and political systems in the world. (Where) Students will see that government in the American political system is different than in other forms of governments and political systems in the world. (Why) Students will build a page on their wiki that includes snapshots and descriptions of the different governments. (What) 
2. What happens in other governments when citizens speak out agains their government? What happens in the Unites States? (Dixie Chicks music) (Hook)
3.Republic, Aristocracy, Democracy, Monarchy, Dictatorship, questionnair/checklist (Equip) Class will be divided into jigsaw groups to research specific question on their respective government. After the group work students will work alone or in pairs to find examples of each of the types of government alive today. After finding the governments they will Google Earth the capitols of each one and take a snapshot (if you can) of each one to add to their wiki journal. (Explore) Students will journal compare and contrast the different types of governments, explain the examples they found on their wiki and include quality links to each. Students will comment on their spring partner's wiki pages at the begining of next class. (Experience)
4.During journaling students will rethink the answers to the specific questions and observe their thoughts on the various governments.(Rethink)The teacher will review their wiki journals and offer feedback.(Revise)Students will refine their information in their journals and be able to use information as study material.(Refine)
5.(Evaluate) Students will self evaluate using a questionnaire/checklist provided by the teacher.
6.Linguistic: During the jigsaw students will use their linguistic intelligence.
Logical:
Spatial: Google Earth will provide a visual of where these governments actually are.
Bodily-Kinesthetic: As students move into their various groups they will be using their kinesthetic intelligence.
Musical:
Interpersonal: Group work during the jigsaw and optional pairing after will give students plenty of interpersonal experience.
Intrapersonal: Students have an option of working by themselves after the jigsaw, they will also be journaling on their wiki pages.
Naturalist: Google Earth will provide a connection to our planet as they view the different geographic areas.
7. Students will analyze the difference between the various types of government. (Organize)
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	Text7: MSAD 9
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	Text9: Students will understand the structure of the U.S. government’s structure, relationship to its citizens, and how it differs from other world governments. To do this they will compare our government to other forms of government in the world. They will research the different parts of the U.S. government and create various types of products including Mind Maps, Wiki pages, and Comic Life. The students will analyze the different ways that citizens in the Unites States can affect their government, what our government actually does do, and the differences between our government and other types of government in the world. They will be able connect this information to their own lives through journal entries, various self-assessments, and reflection. 
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	Text22:  Maine Learning Results: Social Studies - B. Civics and Government
B1 Knowledge, Concepts, Themes, and Patterns of Civics/Government
Grades 9-Diploma
Students understand the ideals, purposes, principles, structures, and processes of constitutional government in the United States and in the American political system, as well as examples of other forms of government and political systems in the world.
a. Explain that the study of government includes the structures, functions, institutions, and forms of government and the relationship of government to citizens in the United States and in other regions of the world.
 


	Text24: •Why are there three separate branches in the U.S. government, how are they structured, and what are their functions?
•What is the responsibility of each branch of government in respect to legislation, the other branches, and its constitutional duty? 
•How is the constitutional government and American political system different from other forms of governments and political systems? 

 

 
	Text25: •Key factual information- The differences between: Republic, Democracy, Aristocracy, Monarchy, and Dictatorship.
•Important people- President George W. Bush, Vice President Dick Cheney, Speaker of the House Nancy Pelosi, Senate Majority Leader Steny Hoyer, Senate Minority Leader John Boehner, Chief Justice John Roberts, Jr., Associate Justice John Paul Stevens
•Terminology-executive branch, judicial branch, legislative branch, congress, senate, whip 
	Text26: •a. Explain that the study of government includes the structures, functions, institutions, and forms of government and the relationship of government to citizens in the United States and in other regions of the world.
•Illustrate who makes up each branch of the US government and their responsibilities.
•Exhibit each step of a bill moving through legislation in a comic life.
•Analyze the difference between the various types of government.
•Imagine being a contestant in Judicial Jeopardy.
•Be aware of who their personal representative and senator are and how the student can affect their government. 
	Text27: 
Goal: Your task is to present the US government to a class of students from various other countries.
Role: You are a student ambassador working to help students visiting from various other countries to understand our government better.
Audience: The audience is a group of students from various nations.
Situation: You will be presenting your overview of the US government in the auditorium to the 10th or 11th grade global classes.
Product: You will need to develop a Comic Life that depicts how our government works.
Presentation: You will present your Comic Life and the information that you have about the 5 various types of governments to the 10th or 11th grade Global class.

Standards (criteria from both rubrics):
Project: Content, Illistrations, Sources, Mechanics, Originality, Orginization
Presentation: Preparedness, Comprehension, Application, Props, Posture/Eye Contact, Peer Evaluation


	Text68: 
	Text28: • Students will create a Google Earth Wiki page of different types of governments.
• Students will create Mind Maps of government structure information that they gathered while doing the WebQuest and the thoughts that were gathered during the group brainstorming session.
•Virtual representation!  Students will build two Avatars representing their Senator and Representative and insert them in a Wiki page that includes a biography of both.
• Students will create bill time lines expanded from the School House Rock song using Comic Life.
• Students will find informative links on the judiciary.
• Students will compile a complete list and explanation of  the individuals in the Presidents cabinet. 

	Text29: •Checklist for completed assignments throughout the unit.
•Pre and Post survey unit focusing on bill passage, branches, committees, and other forms of government.
•Students will have a chance to reflect on their understanding in their journals and refine the entries after feedback is given.
•Wiki journals throughout the unit that must contain a paragraph reaction on class content.

	Text30: •Students will understand that structures of the U.S. government have specific relationships to the U.S. citizens.
•Students will understand that the three major branches of government have specific purposes, ideals, and principles that they each uphold.
•Students will understand that the process of constitutional government in the American political system is different than in other forms of governments and political systems in the world. 

	Text31: •Maine Learning Results B1
	Text32:  •U.S. government
	Text33:  •citizens relationship to government
	Text34: There is an international exchange student convention coming to town. Students from all over the world will be touring the local communities to learn different aspects of our culture. Your job is to teach them about our government system, how we are different from other governments, and how the US citizens can effect our government. There will be a translator so you don’t have to worry about the language differences but pictures are worth a thousand words so they say, and you have chosen to build a Comic Life to help them visualize what you are trying to teach them. You are lucky enough to have had the opportunity of interviewing the leaders of five different types of government and you plan to share the information you received from them with your guests, also. This is a big job so you do have the option of working as a team, or you can chose to do it all yourself and share the stage with no one! 

	Text36: •oral presentation
	Text35: •Comic Life
	Text37: •content 20%
•illistrations 20%
•sources10%
•mechanics 10%
•originality 20%
•organizations 20%
	Text38: •preparedness 20%
•content 25%
•time limit 15%
•comprehension 20%
•props 15%
•peer evaluations 10%
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	Text46: 8.WebQuest-Branches (W), 9. Weird laws (H), 10. Research (E), 11. Inspiration (R), 12. Questionnaire/checklist (E2), 14. Illustrate (O)
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	Text40: 15. Senator/Representative Avatar (W), 16. Normal peoples affect gov. (H), 17. Find own Rep and Senator (E), 18. Brainstorm (R), 19. Checklist (E2), 21. Be aware of  (O)
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	Text44: 29. Judicial Branch (W), 30. Jeopardy song (H), 31. Questionnaire (E), 32. Judicial Jeopardy game (R), 33. One min. reflections (E2), 35. Imagine (O)
	Text45:  
	Text47: 
	Text48: 
	Text50:            2 Days
22. Comic Life-Bill (W), 23. Bill Song (H), 24. Word list & time line (E), 25. Research (R), 26. Feedback (E2), 28. Exhibit (O)
	Text51: 
	Text52:            2 Days
1. Gov. systems (W), 2. Dixie Chicks (H), 3. Research (E), 4. Questionnaire (R), 5. Checklist (E2), 7. Analyze (O)
	Text53: 
	Text54: 36. Executive Branch (W), 37. For their piece of mind (H), 38. Jigsaw cabinet (E), 39. Research (R), 40. Pre/Post paragraph (E2), 42. Explain (O)
	Text55: 
8.Students understand the ideals, purposes, principles, structures, and processes of constitutional government in the United States and in the American political system, as well as examples of other forms of government and political systems in the world. (Why) Students will create an inspiration diagram of the branches, a wiki page of the answers to the WebQuest questions. (What)
9.Find laws that we have to abide by (environmental). Find some weird ones, too. (Hook)
10.First students will spend a few minutes commenting on their spring partners wiki space from last class. Students will spend time researching the three branches of government on the internet doing a gathered. (Equip) Students will work in pairs on the WebQuest provided. We will use the three minute interview periodically during this exercise. During the last part of the class students will divide the classroom and students in three groups: judicial, legislative, and executive and each student will draw for which branch they are in, after a 10 minute brainstorm session each group will report out their structure and purpose. (Explore) Finally, students will build a mind map of their research and link it to their wiki page and journal a paragaraph about the topic of class for homework. (Experience)
11.As students answer the WebQuest questions they will brainstorm the big ideas. (Rethink) As students build their wiki page they can evaluate their answers in light of the conversations in class. (Revise) The teacher will review their wiki and give feedback and the students can refine their wiki before a final grade is given.(Refine)
12.Students will print out the WebQuest questions and use it as a checklist to make sure that all the questions are included in their wiki.(Evaluate)
13.Linguistic: Students will language skills to read web sites, fill in organizer, and build their wiki pages.
Logical: Students will figure how many members in each branch as answers to some of the WebQuest questions.
Spatial: Students will use a four column organizer to organize gathered information and build a mind map.
Bodily-Kinesthetic: We will be moving into pairs during the explore section of the lesson and we will role play the different branches.
Musical:
Interpersonal: Students will work in groups while gathering information.
Intrapersonal: Students will work by themselves developing their wiki page.
Naturalist: Environmental laws will connect to the naturalist intelligence.
(Tailor)
14.You will illustrate who makes up each branch of the US government and their responsibilities. (Organize) 
	Text56: 




15.Students understand the ideals, purposes, principles, structures, and processes of constitutional government in the United States and in the American political system, as well as examples of other forms of government and political systems in the world. (Where) You can affect your government if you realize that you can and you understand how. (Why) Create an Avatar of the senator and representative’s likeness to upload to their wiki page than includes a theme song and biography of each. (What) 
16.Find ways that ordinary people have affected their government. (Jessica’s law, Code ADAM, Ralph Nader-before a presidential run) (Hook)
17.Students will be given a questionnaire to use as a guide. (Equip) Students will brainstorm as a class ways to effect their government. They will work in groups to find out who their representative and senator are, fill out a biography sheet that includes contact information, and come up with three questions that they would like to ask their rep/senator. One person in each group will e-mail the questions to the respective person. (Explore) Students will build their Avatar and upload it to their wiki page which will include the biographical and contact information, the e-mail content, any response that the group received, and a reflection of the ways they can influence their government. An explanation of the song that they chose and why they chose it must also be included. (Experience) 
18.Students will reflect on the ways they can influence government as they brainstorm and work in groups. As they think about the theme songs they will be reflecting on the kind of people their senator and rep. are and how they influence government. (Rethink) A checklist will be provided to make sure they have everything on their wiki page that was asked for. (Revise) Students can refine their wiki space after reflecting on the checklist.(Refine)
19.Students will self evaluate using a checklist to evaluate their wiki pages.(Evaluate)
20.Linguistic: Students will use the linguistic intelligence in their group work, research, and page building.
Linguistic: Students will use the linguistic intelligence in their group work, research, and page building.
Spatial: The avatar exercise will help students visualize thier rep/senator, making the student more able to connect with them.
Bodily-Kinesthetic: Building an avatar will help students relate to the senators/reps in a kinesthetic manner.
Musical: The theme songs will allow musical students to connect characteristics of their senator and rep to the musical content of a song.
Interpersonal: The brainstorming session, group work, and e-mail will help all students reach out to others.
Intrapersonal: The reflection included on their wiki page will help students with a strong intrapersonal intelligence connect to the information.
Naturalist:
(Tailor)
21.Students will be aware of who their personal representative and senator are and how the student can affect their government. (Organize)
	Text57: 22.Students understand the ideals, purposes, principles, structures, and processes of constitutional government in the United States and in the American political system, as well as examples of other forms of government and political systems in the world. (Where) This will show students why it is so difficult to get legislation through to law. (Why) Comic Life linked to wiki page and paragraph journaled. (What)
23.We will listen to the Bill Song and then students will fill out a questionnaire about the legislation process. (Hook)
24.A word list including executive branch, judicial branch, legislative branch, congress, senate, whip, a time line graph to fill in on bill progress, and a list of Web links will be given to the students to guide their exploration. (Equip) Students will research together in groups or alone the Web sites provided. The class will report out which sections of the bill song that they found and what sections they found that are not included in the song. What limits can Congress impose on the Executive and Legislative branches? (Explore) Student groups will build a comic life of the bill process, including their Avatar from the previous lesson if possible. In their individual wiki’s they will make a page for this lesson and journal their thoughts and questions about the process and insert a link to their comic life. An answerer to the previous question must be included. (Experience)
25.As student’s research and build their comic life they will be able to rethink their answers to the questionnaire. (Rethink) The students comic life and journal will be reviewed and feedback will be given. (Revise) Students can refine their comic life and add comments to their journal.(Refine)
26. Students will be able to self-assess their own understanding through feedback on their comic life. (Evaluate)
27.Linguistic: Evaluation of the song lyrics will enhance the linguistic intelligence.
Logical: The time line organizer will bring the logical intelligence into the class.
Spatial: The time line organizer and comic life will provide spatial experience.
Bodily-Kinesthetic: Students will have the opportunity to move around to the tune of the Bill.
Musical: Listening to Schoolhouse Rock will enhance the musical intelligence.
Interpersonal: During class when they are researching (if they choose to do it in a group), reporting out, and Comic Life building will be interpersonal time.
Intrapersonal: Students have the option of researching alone and journaling for understanding will help the intrapersonal student.
Naturalist: 
28. Students will exhibit each step of a bill moving through legislation in a comic life. (Organize)
 
	Text58: 

29. Students understand the ideals, purposes, principles, structures, and processes of constitutional government in the United States and in the American political system, as well as examples of other forms of government and political systems in the world. (Where) Students will become more aware of the judiciary branch of government and how it works. (Why) Students will create a wiki page that includes a paragraph about the judicial branch and include two links that they found helpful in researching and a statement as to why, and a reaction to the game. (What)
30. The Jeopardy theme song. (Hook)
31. Each student will be given a questionnaire to guide them. (Equip) Students will work in groups to find the information on the questionnaire. After students have researched, the class will be split into two groups to play the Double Jeopardy game. They will be able to use their notes but not research on line during the game. The teacher will provide one-minute reflection periods as needed before and during the game. What limits can the Judicial branch impose on the Executive and Legislative branches?(Explore) Students will make sure that their questionnaire is complete and create a mind map of it on their wiki page(or connect it to their wiki page). They will also write a paragraph on the judiciary including the answer to the previous question. (Experience)
32. As students play the game they will be able to rethink any answers they had wrong and their mind map will allow them to reflect on the topics in class. (Rethink) The teacher will offer feedback on the questionnaires. (Revise) Students will refine their wiki page. (Refine)
33. Students will be able to self-assess during the one-minute reflections and by assessing how well they understood the Jeopardy game.(Evalu.//ate)
34.Linguistic:
Logical: Logic will be used in computing the scores of the teams.
Spatial: The mind map will help students connect the information.
Bodily-Kinesthetic: Movement during the game is expected as students work to find the needed information.
Musical: The Jeopardy theme song will provide music.
Interpersonal: Students will be working together in various groups during this lesson.
Intrapersonal: The teacher will provide one-minute reflection periods when things are getting to excited for the intrapersonal intelligences in the classroom.
Naturalist:
35. Students will imagine playing the role of Judicial Jeopardy contestants.

	Text59: 


36. Students understand the ideals, purposes, principles, structures, and processes of constitutional government in the United States and in the American political system, as well as examples of other forms of government and political systems in the world. (Where) Students will see that the life of the President is not as easy as it may seem, there are difficult decisions and you can not make everyone happy. (Why) Students will compile a complete list and explanation of  the individuals in the Presidents cabinet. (What) 
37. What does the President do anyway? Find Presidents in their various "relief" places. President Bush at the ranch with horses, President Clinton with saxophone maybe, President H. Bush walking the dogs? What do you do for piece of mind? (Hook) 
38. The students will write a paragraph about what they think the President does. These will be collected and the class will brainstorm together the same question. Students will be given a list of the Presidents Cabinet to use as a guide and a list of questions as they research they can add to their list of things the President does. (Equip) Students will jigsaw information about the cabinet members. What limits can the Executive branch impose on the Judiciary and Legislative branches? (Explore) At the end of class students will quick write another paragraph on what they think the President does. Students will fill out a wiki page that includes a short bulleted biography on each of the cabinet members and write two or three sentences explaining what job the President does that might need this person. They will journal the difference between their original paragraph and the second paragraph they need to include an answer to the previous question. (Experience)
39. As students research the cabinet they will be able to rethink their original thoughts about what the President does. (Rethink) Students will receive feedback on their wiki page. (Revise) Through discussion in class and feedback from the teacher students will be able to refine their wiki page. (Refine)
40. Students will be able to self-assess when they think about the difference between their first paragraph and second. (Evaluate)
41.Linguistic: Students will quick write using their linguistic intelligence.
Logical: The list of cabinet members will help students keep their thoughts organized.
Spatial:
Bodily-Kinesthetic:
Musical: Hail to the Chief, and a few other patriotic songs will help connect this intelligence to the Executive branch.
Interpersonal: Students will use this intelligence during brainstorming and group work.
Intrapersonal: The students will use this intelligence when they are quick writing their thoughts and in their journaling.
Naturalist: Some of the peace finding techniques of the various Presidents will connect to nature, some of the cabinet work, too.
42. a. Explain that the study of government includes the structures, functions, institutions, and forms of government and the relationship of government to citizens in the United States and in other regions of the world. (Organize)
	Text23: •the structure of the U.S. government has specific relationships to the U.S. citizens. 
•the three major branches of government have specific purposes, ideals, and principles that they each uphold. 
•the process of constitutional government in the American political system is different than in other forms of governments and political systems in the world. 


	Text100: By what criteria will student products/performances be evaluated? 



